3	you can't be too careful
He paused. He smiled indulgently at his past.
" A little religious trouble I did 'ave even after that. I
didn't take things for granted. . . . That's not my way.
About the ark it was. Curious ! I'll tell you. You see,
I bin to die Zoo and suddenly I doubted about whether the
ark could »ave 'eld all them animals. I did, 'Enery. Being
clever, that was. Being silly, my boy. It was the Devil put it
into me to make a fool of me. Just as though God Ormighty
couldn't pack anything into anything if 'E 'ad a mind to.
Why, if he'd wanted to. He could've put all them animals into
a nutshell—all of them. Leastways—a cokernut, say. Easy	
" I saw the light, and so will you, 'Enery. All this Brave
Noo World of theirs ! Bunkum New World, says I. Gord
larfs at it. Ferget it! ... You'll grow out of it. At heart
ybu're sound, my boy. You're the bulldog breed. At heart,
when you're put to the test, you'll stand up to it as I stood up
to it and come out right side up."
The young man looked mulish still, but he said no more.
The conversation hung fire for a moment.
Then Edward Albert Tewler resumed. " I'm glad to have
this talk with you. Now you are going away, I've been a bit
worried. Seeing you reading so much. There's other subjects
I might talk to you about as father to son—but nowadays
people seem to know such a lot. More than ever I did.
We won't go into all that, No. . . . You may be away a long
time, and it's not so easy to get about now as it used to be.
Fve never been much of a letter writer. . . .
" There's all this new sort of fever about. They say it's
the water. Doctors aren't what they were. Sometimes when I
get a fit of them night-stuxnmick-aches of mine. Twisty they
are. Make me 'oiler. May be fancy, but one can't help
thinking. You may come back 'ere one of these days, my boy,
and not find me. No good pulling a long face about it,
" Anyhow I've said my say to you. You can't be too careful
about those books. I'd burn the whole lot of them if I had my
say, and I'm not the only one who thinks that. Except of
course The Book. But those others. Right is right and wrong
is wrong, and the simpler you are about that, the better. I'd

